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Batman Versus Everyone 

         Throughout pop culture many heroes have been born. However, it takes a special hero to 

be a superhero. Even though superheroes have been created many times over through various 

mediums, the concept of a superhero originated from the minds of Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster 

with the creation of Superman. Created from the comic book medium, superheroes have gained a 

prominent following, leading to the creations of more superheroes. With this growth, a popular 

topic among conversation and debate is “who would win in a fight?” Many people have their 

favorite superhero that they undoubtedly think would win every fight. Most of these debates 

make ridiculous conjectures, sometimes even creating twenty or thirty different scenarios. With 

the many different abilities that superheroes posses it is almost impossible to tell who would win 

in a single fight. The better question for a debate would be, who is the best superhero? Sure 

Superman probably has more super powers than most but the amount of superpowers alone does 

not entail the title of best superhero. Batman on the other hand has no superpowers, yet makes a 

strong case for the best superhero. Does Batman even qualify in this debate considering he has 

no superpowers making him a hero instead of a superhero? In Merriam-Webster’s dictionary 

“superhero” is defined as “a fictional hero having extraordinary or superhuman powers; also: an 

exceptionally skillful or successful person”. Although Batman has no superhuman powers his 

skill and successful execution of, more than makes up for the lack of superhuman powers. 

Comment [1]: Mariana Abuan: 
I'm sorry for getting to this so late.  You do not 
have to turn in a final draft of this until Thursday 
if you'd like 

Comment [2]: Mariana Abuan: 
Bernie, 
If I were to give this essay a grade right now it 
would be a 79.  This is mainly due to 
organization, development, and logic.  Please 
see my other comments for specific areas 
where these could be improved 

Comment [3]: kevin guevara: 
Risen is a better choice word than born in my 
opinion 

Comment [4]: Mariana Abuan: 
spelling 

Comment [5]: Mariana Abuan: 
The 

Comment [6]: Mariana Abuan: 
" " 

Comment [7]: Mariana Abuan: 
should this be in " "? 

Comment [8]: Mariana Abuan: 
of what? 



Batman’s skill, resourcefulness, arsenal, and character is what makes Batman the best superhero 

ever. 

         Batman’s skill set is unlike any other superhero due in part because he has no 

superpowers. In the film Batman Begins we see Bruce Wayne, Batman’s alter ego, and his 

journey to becoming Batman. In the origin of Batman, Bruce loses his parents to a street thug 

who was mugging them. Bruce, heartbroken over this tragic event, vows to dedicate his life to 

bringing criminals to justice. In Batman Begins, Bruce learns that revenge isn’t the answer. 

Instead he studies what it is like being a criminal and learns how a criminal would think. He then 

takes up an offer by Ra’s Al Ghul to be trained physically and mentally. During this journey 

Batman learns the art of stealth, hand-to-hand combat, and tactic. Using these elements Batman 

creates the persona of a detective, but not any detective, the greatest detective. Which is the 

reason why Batman is as effective as he is in dealing with criminals. The thing that sets 

Batman’s training apart from the rest of the superheroes is the mental and physical determination 

to be a changing force in his city. For example, Spider-man’s training consisted of only testing 

his physical abilities in jumping, climbing, etc. Furthermore, Spider-man’s agility comes from 

his super powers so he didn’t really have to train to achieve this skill. Superman also just grew 

into his powers. Batman also edges out the other superheroes without powers when it comes to 

training. For example, Oliver Queen or Green Arrow was trapped on an island with criminals so 

he was forced to learn how to fight. Batman’s training is superior because the decision to make 

himself better was his own. Also Batman’s tactical training is far greater than Green Arrow 

tactics on the island shown in Arrow the TV show. 

         Batman’s strategic mind gives him the edge over everyone. Going into a fight or mission 

Batman always prepares ahead of time, considering not only his own strengths and weaknesses 
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but also his opponents’ strengths and weaknesses. Batman also considers most, if not all, 

scenarios that might occur in the mission. For example, in the Justice League of America comic 

books the story line of Tower of Babel reveals that Batman has created contingency plans to 

neutralize every member of the Justice League, should they “turn or succumb to mind control”. 

This exhibits Batman’s preparedness and tactics. This also proves that he can take down every 

member of the Justice League. Out of all the superheroes, Batman does the most research on 

enemies, friends, and the mission. The research that he does makes him prepared and gives him 

the information necessary to know what to pack in his utility belt from his entire cave of 

arsenals. 

         Throughout the years Batman has accumulated an abundance of materials that he can use. 

Wayne Enterprises, Bruce’s company that he inherited, gives Bruce Wayne nearly unlimited 

resources to maintain his alter ego of Batman. Being a billionaire Batman can easily obtain the 

best technology to carry out his plans, do research, and create new gadgets to use during combat. 

All of Batman’s gadgets have a particular purpose to carry out different tasks. For example, 

Batman carries smoke pellets for stealth or deception, batarangs for combat, or a grappling gun 

to get to places faster and more easily.  Batman carries or uses specialized technology for 

different missions to get the job done. In Batman the Dark Knight batman uses sonar technology 

to find the Joker. One of Batman’s most versatile item in his arsenal is the Batmobile that has 

been an icon in pop culture since it’s introduction and for good reason too. It can be used as a 

weapon for offense, shelter for defense, for transportation, for extraction, for distractions, or even 

for intimidation. 

Another major addition to Batman’s arsenal is his Bat family. Like normal people 

Batman needs some help too and his team is made up of people he has mentored or inspired such 

Comment [15]: Mariana Abuan: 
"on" the mission 

Comment [16]: Mariana Abuan: 
Italicize 

Comment [17]: Mariana Abuan: 
you should be able to refer to a specific issue 
here 

Comment [18]: kevin guevara: 
he 
lowercase 

Comment [19]: Mariana Abuan: 
An example of when he specifically used this 
knowledge would be helpful here 

Comment [20]: Mariana Abuan: 
To play devil's advocate, so does Ironman (and 
Ironman develops/builds all his own stuff. 
Batman needs to pay someone to build his 
weapons) 

Comment [21]: Mariana Abuan: 
Italicize 

Comment [22]: Mariana Abuan: 
B 

Comment [23]: Jesan Morales: 
transition very quick from joker and batmobile 

 
Mariana Abuan: 
I agree 



as all the Robins, Batgirl, Oracle, Batwoman and Huntress.  These characters add a major boost 

to Batman’s effectiveness in fighting crime. Unlike Superman, Batman’s death is more likely to 

happen. In the DC event “Batman R.I.P.” when Bruce Wayne is assumed to be dead, the Bat 

Family decides who will dawn Batman’s cowl in the title “Battle for the cowl”. Dick Grayson, 

the first Robin and also became Nightwing, ends up earning Batman’s cowl and Batman’s 

responsibilities. With all of the training, preparation, lessons, and experience that Dick had with 

Batman helped him fill the shoes of Batman the Best that he could. With the Bat Family the 

Batman will live on as a symbol of hope for the city and fear for the criminals. 

 One of the most important aspects that a superhero holds is their character. Character 

determines the type of hero a superhero will be. Character dictates the choices that the superhero 

makes and influences how they are perceived by the world. Batman’s qualities build his 

character to be powerful, influential, and inspiring. These characteristics that Batman portrays is 

what sets him apart from all the superheroes.  
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